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SECTION  IX 

MATS 


Checker-woven  octagonal  mats: 

Sample:  2. 

Form:  The  one  fragment  of  a  long  side  and  the  oblique  corner  indicates  that  these 

mats  were  probably  oblong  or  some  sort  of  elongated  octagon. 

Dimensions:  Width  of  palm  fibers  -  10  to  15  mm. 

About  two  strands  per  inch. 

Size  of  largest  fragment  -  196  by  305  mm. 

Technique:  These  were  formed  by  first  making  an  octagonal  frame.  In  making  this 
frame  a  strand  started  at  one  end  went  the  longitudinal  length  and  then  was 
folded  at  a  right  angle  and  formed  a  short  lateral  edge,  was  folded  again  to 
form  another  longitudinal  length  and  then  at  the  other  was  folded  at  right 
angles  to  form  a  lateral  edge  and  complete  the  rectangular.  The  next 
rectangle  was  made  by  folding  at  right  just  past  the  longitudinal  strands  and 
just  before  the  lateral  strands,  while  the  one  was  similarly  folded  and  woven 
over-one  under-one  when  it  encountered  the  previously  folded  strands.  About 
six  strands  completed  the  checker-woven  octagonal  frame.  Then  the  center  was 
filled  in  by  another  method  of  weaving  .  A  lateral  strand  was  woven  one-over 
under-one  across  the  until  it  was  within  two  strands  of  the 

selvage.  It  passed  over  these  two  and  reinforcement  and  was 

folded  in  half  and  then  was  woven  over-one  under-one  down  the  other  side  down 
the  opposite  surface.  Then  it  reached  the  opposite  edge  where  it  was  folded 
over  the  final  strand  and  reinforcement  of  sticks  and  on  the  opposite  side 
passes  over  two  strands  and  then  ends  after  being  woven  over-one  under- one  a 
short  distance.  (See  illustration). 

Use :  Sleeping  mat (?) 

Temporal  and  Geographical  Range:  In  southwest  Tamaulipas  these  mats  appear  only  in 
the  Infiemillo  culture  from  5000  to  7000  B.C. 
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C  he  eke  r-wo yen  f  ra  gment  s : 

Sample :  11 . 

Form: 

Dimensions:  Strand  width  -  3  to  7  mm.  with  4  mm.  being  mode  -  general  tendency 

for  larger  and  wider  strands  to  be  early. 

Q 

Stripes  per  inch  -  3  to  6. 

Technique:  One-over-one  under-one  -  no  selvages  present. 

Temporal  Range:  Tendency  for  large  one  to  concentrate  in  early  periods  in  south¬ 
west  Tamaulipas,  2500  to  9000  B.C.,  with  a  re-appearance  of  smaller  ones  (both 
as  to  strands  and  size)  from  900  to  1750  A.D. 
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Twilled  fragments: 

Sample:  91. 

Form: 

Dimensions:  Strand  width  ranges  from  1.5  to  7  mm.  with  mode  being  three  strands 
per  inch  -  2  to  7. 

a 

Technique:  Two-over  two-under  twice. 

Distribution:  All  periods  in  Tamaulipas  but  dominant  from  1000  B.C.  to  1750  A.D. 
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3/3  woven  fragments: 

Sample:  3. 

Form: 

Dimensions:  Strand  of  yucca  3  to  4  mm.  wide. 

* 

Strips  per  inch:  9. 

Technique:  Over-three  under- three  over-three. 

Temporal  and  Geographical  Range:  Tamaulipas  from  4000  to  1800  B.C. 
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Twilled  with  strip  of  3/3 
Sample:  1. 

Dimensions:  Large  fragment  -  287  by  258  mm. 

Width  of  yucca  fibers  -  3  to  4  mm. 

Strips  per  inch  -  5  to  6. 

Technique:  This  is  a  large  twilled  mat  (2/2)  which  has  two  strips  of  three-over- 
three  under-three. 

Use:  Mat  for  bedding.  It  occurred  in  grass-lined  pit. 

Temporal  and  Geographical  Range:  Southwest  Tamaulipas,  2500  to  4000  B.C. 
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Basket  or  bag  of  twilled  mat  with  3/3  edges: 

Sample:  1. 

Form:  This  is  a  large  rectangular  mat  with  a  twilled  center  and  a  border  of  3/3 
weaving  at  the  edges  (one  of  these  almost  totally  disintegrated  except  for  one 
strand  3/3  woven).  The  mat  was  then  folded  in  half  and  the  two  lateral  edges 
that  were  adjacent  were  sewed  or  bound  by  strands  of  yucca  or  two-ply  S-twisted 
maguey  fiber  string  (2  mm.  in  diameter).  Except  for  folding,  nothing  was  done 
for  the  rim  or  lip,  that  is, the  ends  of  the  mat. 

Dimensions :  Strand  width  -  4  to  6  mm. 

About  3  palm  or  yucca  strands  per  inch. 

Length  of  bag  -  about  350  mm.  (mat, therefore,  700  mm.) 

Width  of  bag  and  mat  -  actual  2S1  mm.  (reconstructed,  397  mm.) 

Technique:  These  strands  were  woven  diagonally  to  the  edge,  first  three-over 
three-under-three  for  about  three  or  four  weaves,  then  twilled  two-over-two 
under- two  for  about  ten  weaves,  and  then  three-over  three-under-three  for 
three  or  four  weaves  and  then  folded  at  right  angles  at  the  corner  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  similar  manner. 

Use:  Bag  or  basket. 

Temporal  and  Geographical  Range:  Southwest  Tamaulipas,  2500  to  4000  B.C. 
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Basket-Bag  with  3/3  center  and  double-strand  twill  at  edge: 

Sample:  1. 

Form:  This  is  made  from  a  large  mat  with  an  oblique  corner  (  $  ?)  with  a  3/3 

center  and  double-strand  twill  at  edge  that  has  been  folded  in  half  so  the  ends 
are  the  mouth  of  the  bags  and  lateral  edges  seived  by  a  single  strip  of  yucca 
so  they  are  two  opposite  sides  of  the  bag. 

Dimensions:  Palm  strand  width  -  about  3  mm. 

Sewing  element  width  -  6  to  8  mm. 

Maximum  width  of  bag  (and  mat)  about  385  mm. 

Maximum  length  -  unknown  but  more  than  240  mm. 

Technique: 


Use:  Bag  or  basket. 

Temporal  and  Geographical  Range:  Southwest  Tamaulipas,  4000  to  1800  B.G 
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Bag  with  twilled  body  and  selvage  and  sewed  mouth; 

Sample:  1. 

Form:  This  is  a  box-like  basket  with  a  rectangular  mouth  and  vertical  sides. 

The  bottom  is  missing  but  it  may  have  been  either  rounded  or  flat. 
Dimensions:  Palm  fiber  width  -  6  mm. 

Four  to  five  fibers  per  inch. 

Mouth  of  basket  -  210  by  135  mm. 

Technique:  Simple  twill  which  is  sewn  to  rectangular  frame  of  bundled  fibers  at 
its  mouth. 

Temporal  and  Geographical  Range:  Southwest  Tamaulipas,  4000  to  1800  B.C. 
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Twilled  mat  with  twilled  edge  and  rounded  corners: 

Sample  :  10 . 

Form:  They  are  all  small  fragments  of  what  were  once  large  mats.  Six  of  the 

fragments  are  rounded  corners. 

Dimensions:  Palm  strand  width  -  1.5  to  5  mm. 

Five  to  7  strands  per  inch. 

Technique:  Simple  twill  with  a  tightening  of  twill  at  the  corners  so  they  become 
rounded. 

Use:  Sleeping  mat? 

Temporal  and  Geographical  Range:  Southwest  Tamaulipas  1800  B.C.  to  1750  A.D. 
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Twilled  but  with  checker  edge  and  square  corners: 

Sample:  10. 

Form:  Rectangular  with  square  corners. 

Dimensions:  Palm  strand  width  -  3  to  6  mm. 

About  4  strands  to  an  inch. 

Maximum  width  -  148  to  700(?) 

Maximum  length  -  290  to  1200(?) 

Technique:  Simple  twill  with  1/1  weave  at  selvage  and  square  corner. 
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Twilled  mat  with  checker  border  and  one  diagonal  corner 


Sample:  4* 
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Twilled  rectangular  mat  with  checker  ends  and  1/3  sides: 

Sample:  2. 

Form:  Large  rectangular  mat. 

Dimensions:  Palm  strand  width  -  3  mm. 

Length  ranges  from  1020  to  1200  mm. 
Width  ranges  from  500  to  700  mm. 

Technique : 
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Twilled  mat  with  an  oblique  corner  with  checker  ends  and  1/3  sides: 

Sample?  5. 

Form:  Rectangular  with  exception  of  one  corner  that  is  oblique  with  sewn  edge. 
Dimensions:  Palm  strands  -  3  to  4  mm. 

Maximum  length  -  1250  mm. 

Maximum  width  -  700  to  900  mm. 

Technique: 
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Checker  rectangular  mat: 

Sample1  7. 

Fora: 

Dimensions  Palm  strand  width  -  3  to  7  mm. 
Length:  47  to  300  mm. 

Width:  20  to  185  mm. 

Technique: 
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Twilled  pattern  type : 

Sample :  5 • 

Form:  Large  rectangular  mat. 

Dimensions:  Palm  strand  width:  3-7  nun. 

Length:  188  to  1260  mm.  ? 
'Width:  265  to  1060  mm.  ? 


Technique: 
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Twilled  rectangular  mat  with  border: 

Sample:  9. 

Form:  Rectangular  mat. 

Dimensions:  Palm  or  yucca  strand  width:  35  mm. 

Maximum  length  ranges  from  535  to  990  mm. 
Maximum  width  ranges  from  350  to  725  mm. 
Border  width  ranges  from  25  to  95  mm. 
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Twilled  mat  with  square  comers: 

Sample :  3 . 

Form: 


Dimensions:  Palm  strand  width:  6-7  mm 
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Twilled  T-shaped  mat: 

Sample:  1. 

Form: 


Dimensions:  Strand  width  -  4  ram. 

Maximum  width  of  center  -  200  mm. 

Maximum  width  of  diameter  -  115  ram. 

9 

Maximum  length  of  center  -  420  mm. 

x 

Maximum  length  of  diameter  -  350  mm. 
Total  maximum  length  -  1070  mm. 
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Twilled  Polychrome  mats: 

Sample:  2. 

Form:  Rectangular  mats. 

Dimensions:  Palm  fiber:  4-7  mm. 

Maximum  length  :  990-1080  mm. 
Maximum  width:  900-783  mm. 
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Checker-woven  palm  leaves: 

Sample:  2. 

Form:  Elongate. 

Dimensions:  Palm  strand  width:  4-6  mm. 

Maximum  length:  43-52  mm. 
Maximum  width:  10-13  mm. 
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Tied  palm  leaf: 

Sample:  1. 
Form: 


Dimensions : 
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